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F r i ends ,  

0 
I have been involved i n  f o s t e r i n g  c i t i z e n  use of 

c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  s i n c e  1 9 7 2  when, a s  co-founder of t h e  
A l t e r n a t e  Media Center a t  NYU w e  c r e a t e d  an i n t e r n s h i p  
program t o  t r a i n  and monitor coord ina to r s  who set  up t h e  
f i r s t  community access  c e n t e r s .  W e  t r a i n e d  a t o t a l  of 
2 9  " i n t e r n s " ,  a t  least  2 0  of whom a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  I t  was t h i s  group which formed t h e  Nat iona l  Federa t ion  
of Cable Programmers (now renamed t h e  Al l i ance  f o r  Community 
Media) which has ever  s i n c e  i n s p i r e d  a nation-wide network 
of such c e n t e r s .  Since 1 9 9 2  I have served as boardmember of 
Manhattan Neighborhood Network, t h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e s e  access  
c e n t e r s  i n  terms of programs made and c a b l e c a s t .  

A l l  t h e  above ercFerience has deepened my conv ic t ion  
t h a t  when given t h e  oppor tun i ty  o rd ina ry  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  
g r e a t e s t  v a r i e t y  i n  terms of age ,  educa t iona l  l e v e l ,  e t h n i c i t y  
and community concerns can and w i l l  make r e spons ib l e  use of 
t h e  oppor tun i ty  provided by t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  
and access  t o  channels .  

When I f i r s t  became involved I jo ined  a s m a l l  group of 
academics and community development p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who w e r e  
f e a r f u l  t h a t  t h e  emerging e l e c t r o n i c  communications world 
would leave  behind a l l  b u t  t h e  most a f l u e n t  and w e l l  connected. 
What w a s  t hen  a problem has become an overwhelming r e a l i t y .  
Only on t h e  so -ca l l ed  PEG channels  of c a b l e  systems i s  there  
an oppor tun i ty  f o r  most people  t o  exercise t h e i r  freedom t o  
communicate beyond one-on-one exchange. 

From t h e  beginning of our  p r a c t i c a l  tes t  beds i n  t h e  6 
cab led  f r a n c h i s e  a r e a s  we l ea rned  t h e  v i t a l  importance of 
- c o n t i n u i t y ,  something t h a t  could seldom be maintained wi thout  
some k ind  of permanent, s t a b l e  s t a f f  s t r u c t u r e ,  a p l ace  where 
people could be t r a i n e d  and make t h e i r  programs and the :equipment  
t o  make programs t h a t  w e r e  of good enough t e c h n i c a l  q u a l i t y  t o  
reach a wide audience v i a  cab le .  Over t h e  y e a r s  our  demonstrat-  
i ons  persuaded more and more m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  w r i t e  i n t o  t h e i r  
f r a n c h i s e s  requirements  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  be provided,  covered 
by a p o r t i o n  of t h e  charge m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  were permi t ted  by t h e  
FCC t o  add t o  t h e  c a b l e  b i l l s  i n  p a r t i a l  payment f o r  t h e  u s e  O f  

p u b l i c l y  owned p rope r ty  ( i e  r i g h t s  of way, power .$_D 3 y ~- . .~ . . 
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Over t i m e  w e  have grown t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  r i g h t n e s s  of 
t h e  Commission's d e c i s i o n  t o  l e t  each community determine 
f o r  i t s e l f  i t s  own needs i n  r ega rd  t o  p u b l i c  access. I n  many 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  ones wi th  fewer s u b s c r i b e r s ,  
a l l  t h r e e  kinds of access ( P u b l i c ,  Educat ional  and Government 
(PEG) o p e r a t e  b e s t  when e f f o r t s  and f a c i l i t i e s  are jo ined .  I n  
l a r g e r  p l a c e s ,  N e w  York C i t y  f o r  example, each borough has  i t s  
own Pub l i c  Access e n t i t y  w h i l e  t he  c i t y  o p e r a t e s  i t s  own channels  
f o r  t h e  mun ic ipa l i t y  a s  a whole. 

A t  f i r s t  w e  advocates  were t h i n k i n g  p r i m a r i l y  i n  l o c a l  
terms. 
roughly,  two communities: one t h e  immediate one where w e  l i v e ,  
t h e  o t h e r  communities of i n t e r e s t  which l i n k  u s  wi th  like-minded 
people a l l  over t h e  country.  
p rovid ing  t h e  means t o  connect bo th .  I n  no o t h e r  means o f  
communication i s  t h e r e  such freedom t o  nav iga te  by t h e  average 
c i t i z e n  wi thout  having t o  n e g o t i a t e  wi th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  (and t h e  
commercial i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  them).  

Over t h e  y e s r s  w e  have d iscovered  t h a t  each person h a s ,  

I n c r e a s i n g l y  now Pub l i c  A c c e s s  i s  

The f a s c i n a t i n g  t h i n g  i s  t o  look c l o s e l y  a t  our  h i s t o r y  
over 35+ y e a r s  and t o  see how much c o n t i n u i t y  t h e r e  has  been 
i n  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  channels .  The average American makes 
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  major moves i n  h i s / h e r  l i f e t i m e .  More o f t e n  than  
noE people a r e  t a k i n g  t h e i r  exper ience  of p u b l i c  access wi th  
them. They w e r e  in t roduced  t o  making programs i n  grammer school .  
This  exper ience  helped them bond wi th  people from o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  
town when they  jo ined  t h e  c a b l e  c l u b s  i n  h igh  school .  When they  
go away t o  c o l l e g e  they  b r i n g  t h e  s k i l l  w i th  them and o f t e n  g e t  
involved i n  programs t h a t  h e l p  them f e e l  a p a r t  of another  s t r a n g e  
world. A f t e r  c o l l e g e  they  may se t t l e  i n  s t i l l  ano the r  p l a c e ,  

making community c a b l e  a means t o  f i n d  belonging i n  t h e i r  church 
or  municipal group. More and more f r e q u e n t l y  now I f i n d  o l d  
acquain tances  i n  t h e i r  new r e t i r e m e n t  communities us ing  access as 
a purposefu l  a c t i v i t y  where they  can bo th  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  s k i l l  
and f i n d  acceptance and f u l f i l l m e n t .  

L i k e  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  access c e n t e r s  need p r o f e s s i o n a l  
guidance (which takes s t eady  funding)  and a kean senseof what 
t h e  l o c a l i t y  needs and has  a r i g h t  t o  expect .  Unlike t h e  l ibrar ies ,  
access i s  supported on ly  by t h o s e  who can r e c e i v e  i t .  This  i s  a 
drawback which might be contemplated by t h e  FCC i n  f u t u r e  l e g i s n a t i o n .  
But f o r  now our  concern i s  t h a t  w e  hold on to  what w e  have. 

I f  you would l i k e  t o  t a l k  more p l e a s e  
above addres s .  By d i rec t  phone l i n e  an 
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